
Fifth Sunday of Lent     Sunday, March 29, 2020 

 
Easter Food Baskets will be given to families who use the Valatie 

Ecumenical Food Pantry and request one. Last year 108 Easter  

baskets were filled and we anticipate about the same this year. 

We are asking for any help you may be able to give.  

If you would like to help financially, checks should be made pay-

able to the Valatie Ecumenical Food Pantry, Inc., P.O. Box 266, 

Valatie, NY 12184. Please put Easter Basket on the memo line.  

Any monies or food items left over after the baskets are distrib-

uted will be put into the pantry account or onto the pantry 

shelves.  

“Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages ‘curing 

every disease and illness.’ At your command,  

the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of 

the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience 

your healing love. 

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their 

strength and health through quality medical care. 

Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from  

working together and neighbors from helping one another. 

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim  

invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders. 

Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of un-

certainty and sorrow. 

Be with those who have died from the virus. May they be at 

rest with you in your eternal peace. 

Be with the families of those who are sick or have died. As 

they worry and grieve, defend them from illness and  

despair. May they know your peace. 

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical  

professionals who seek to heal and help those affected and 

who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know 

your protection and peace. 

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to 

act with charity and true concern for the well-being of the 

people they are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to in-

vest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for or pre-

vent future outbreaks. May they know your peace, as they 

work together to achieve it on earth. 

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many  

people suffering from this illness or only a few, Jesus Christ, 

stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In 

place of our anxiety, give us your peace. 

Jesus Christ, heal us.” 

~from America Magazine (March 2, 2020) 

A Prayer for Our World 

St. John’s Mass Intentions 
 

During this time when all Masses in the Roman Catholic Dio-

cese of Albany have been cancelled until further notice, 

please know that our pastor, Rev. George Fleming, is holding 

everyone in prayer and will continue to celebrate daily litur-

gies in private, paying special attention to the Mass inten-

tions of the day.  All Mass intentions will be rescheduled. 

Please know that phone messages and emails are being checked 

regularly.  Please contact the office if you have any questions 

during this time of uncertainty. 



SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH     VALATIE, NEW YORK 

Please keep in your prayers the sick and homebound of our 

parish and those who care for them:   
 

Paul Amyot,  Oksana Bajko, Joan Bellanger, Michael Birmingham, 

Sylvia Boulger, John Brady, Charlotte Chase, Eleaner Chase,  

Major Jeffrey Chase, Susan E. Cotsonas, Michael Doyle,  

Beth Drzymala, Sammy Evans, Gianni Farinacci, Concetta Florientino, 

Michelle Foutch, Donald Gaylord, Mary Ann Goodine,  

Lesha Hardgraves, Robert Havelka, Mary Hayes, Michele Hauser,  

Ed Helfer, William Hernandez, David Jaffarian, Craig Kingsley,  

Doug LaBudde, Jack Law Jr., Pinky Laviano, Kristen Law,  

 Kevin M. Lynch, William Lindberg, Dominick Lizzi, Cindy Mahony, 

Erica Matthies, Kevin McCann, Gary McDonald, Edin Mercado,  

Ann McIntyre, Marianne Martinez, Judy Martino, Kaylee Rose Meyer,  

Luba Mykytiw, Amelia Nabozny, Richard Norton, David Nichlos,  

Rita Paladino, Tommy Palmer, Elise Panico, Bonnie Pelizza,  

Lisa Piazza , David Picchione, Pam Polashenski, Helen Rayve,  

Claire Renn, Tim Renn,, William Robinson, Lisa Rossello, Rita Ryan, 

Alice Salvatore,  Eileen Scott, Paul Seney,Frances Shields,  

Maddi Sidarous, Ralph Sitcer, Special Intentions,  Bonnie Sperl,  

Sean Spicer, “anonymous”,Kevin Sutton, Jeanette Tator, Joan Torcello, 

Nancy Troutman, Matthew West, Edward Wheeler, Dan Wiltse, 

Marybeth Wiltse, Chrissy Wills, Carol Wisenhunt, Veronica Wistar, 

Robert Woodward, Erica Wordon . 

Pastor’s Blog :       
      

  “Even though I walk in the dark valley  

I fear no evil; for you are at my side  

With your rod and your staff  

that give me courage.” -Psalm 23:1-2  

“Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord;  

Lord, hear my voice!  

Let your ears be attentive  

to my voice in supplication.” -Psalm 130:1-2  
The 23rd Psalm couldn’t have been more appropriate last week, 

and this weekend’s readings touch on our fears yet our hopes as 

well. The prophet Ezekiel sees the calamities facing his nation 

and still proclaims hope rising as the Lord is revealed. Paul  

continues in a similar vein, proclaiming that the spirit of the Lord 

is within us, giving us life over death.  

It is the entire 11th chapter of John’s Gospel that carries us 

through a remarkable journey, from Jesus on the road with his 

disciples and the news of Lazarus’ passing (v. 1-16) to the  

encounters with Martha and then Mary, and the revelation that 

Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life (v. 17-27) to the emotional 

response of Jesus and the people at the grave (v. 28-37) to the 

raising of Lazarus (v. 38-44).  

In our own world today, we are facing similar fears related to 

isolation, destruction, and death. Ultimately, however, we see 

unfolding among us the love of our God who raises us up from 

despair and offers us life over death. Our future Lenten journeys 

will always remind us of this time together. While I may not be a 

prophet, I know that the poignancy of love, consolation, and 

strength will inspire us for the rest of our days.  

It is Martha who strikes at the heart of what we are feeling. Her 

direct attitude exhibited by her leaving the mourners and  

confronting Jesus on the road makes her my champion! “Lord, if 

you had only been here, my brother would not have died” (John 

11:21).  

There is room in our prayer for questioning God at a time like 

this. How could all this be happening? How could our churches 

be closed when we need them most? How could the threats 

around us be possible? Martha’s response to Jesus is a model for 

our prayer.  

In the heat of the moment, she allows herself to listen. That must 

be part of our prayer and solitude. Once we listen with our hearts 

to the spirit of the Lord within us, we will have the courage and 

strength to not only endure but also to thrive; for as (Martha) said 

to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 

God, the One coming into the world” (John 11:29).  

This past week, we encountered Mary’s “yes,” her response to 

the angel Gabriel at the Annunciation and now Martha. To all 

those saying “yes” as they are called into the service of prayer for 

all our sisters of brothers, I say thank you – and I believe.  

God bless you! -Fr. George  

5th Sunday of Lent March 29, 2020 
 

SUNDAY’S READINGS -  
First Reading:  
You shall know that I am the LORD,  

when I open your graves and have you rise from them,  

O my people! (Ez 37:13)  

Psalm:  
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. (Ps 130)  

Second Reading:  
But if Christ is in you,  

although the body is dead because of sin,  

the spirit is alive because of righteousness. (Rom 8:10)  

Gospel:  
Jesus told her,  

“I am the resurrection and the life;  

whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live.” (Jn 11:25)  

WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES  
Readings for the week of March 29, 2020  
Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 

11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45  

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-

3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [4ab]/Jn 8:1-11  

Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/Jn 8:21-30  

Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/Jn 

8:31-42  

Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Jn 8:51-59  

Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 [cf. 7]/Jn 10:31-42  

Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/Jn 

11:45-56  

Next Sunday: Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-

24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66 or 27:11-54  

Observances for the week of March 29, 2020  
Sunday: 5th Sunday of Lent  

 
Please note that we are preparing for the likelihood that churches 

will be closed next weekend. We are planning to have Palms 

available outside the churches for a half hour starting after the 

normal mass times at each worship site. This may change due to 

conditions out of our control.  


