
Pentecost Sunday     Sunday, May 31, 2020 

 
SUNDAY'S READINGS  
First Reading:  
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit  
and began to speak in different tongues,  
as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. (Acts 2:4)  
Psalm:  
Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. (Ps 
104) or Alleluia  
Second Reading:  
As a body is one though it has many parts,  
and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body,  
so also Christ. (1 Cor 12:12)  
Gospel:  
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them,  
“Receive the Holy Spirit.  
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them,  
and whose sins you retain are retained.” (Jn 20:22-23)  
WEEKLY READINGS  
Readings for the week of May 31, 2020  
Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 
or Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-
27/Jn 7:37-39. Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/Ps 33:10-11, 12-13, 
14-15/Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b/Dn 3:52, 53, 55, 56 [52b] or Ps 19:8, 
9, 10, 11/Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [1]/Jl 3:1-5/Ps 
104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39. 
Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 [cf. 30]/1 Cor 
12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23  
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14/Ps 87:1-2, 3 and 5, 6-7/
Jn 19:25-34  
Tuesday: 2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18/Ps 90:2, 3-4, 10, 14 and 16 [1]/
Mk 12:13-17  
Wednesday: 2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12/Ps 123:1b-2ab, 2cdef [1b]/Mk 
12:18-27  
Thursday: 2 Tm 2:8-15/Ps 4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14 [4]/Mk 12:28-
34  
Friday: 2 Tm 3:10-17/Ps 119:157, 160, 161, 165, 166, 168 
[165a]/Mk 12:35-37  
Saturday: 2 Tm 4:1-8/Ps 71:8-9, 14-15ab, 16-17, 22 [cf. 15ab]/
Mk 12:38-44  

 
Phone messages and emails are being checked on a regular 
basis. Please call or email  St. John’s if you have any  
questions or concerns. 
 

Offertory Envelopes or donation can be mailed to the 
Church office . 
 

Check our website for links to Fr. George’s online Masses 
and other related  information. 
 

If you are not online and would like to receive a bulletin or 

Staying Connected 

Faith Formation Resources for Families 

Confirmation 2020 

The tentative date for our Confirmation liturgy is Sunday, 
October 4th at 2 p.m. at Holy Trinity Parish, 429 E. Allen St., 
Hudson. The Confirmation rehearsal will likely be the Thurs-
day prior (October 1st) at Holy Trinity at 7 p.m.  
Sponsors are not required to attend the rehearsal but are  
absolutely welcome. Because of the current uncertainty  
regarding public gatherings, we will pass along any other  
Confirmation information (i.e., seating) that we receive. 

The Celebration of Pentecost 
“The word Pentecost is Greek and means ‘50th day.’ Fifty days 
after Easter (this year, May 31st), we celebrate the descent of 
the Holy Spirit upon the apostles and the beginning of their 
earthly ministry to make disciples of all nations. We celebrate 
Pentecost as our Church’s birthday. Peter called all those  
present at  Pentecost to be baptized, and they were among the 
first Catholics. Pentecost symbols are a flame, wind, and a 
dove, representing the Holy Spirit; the liturgical color of  
Pentecost is red. At Pentecost, the mission of Christ and the 
Holy Spirit is brought to completion in the Church, the Body of 
Christ. The Holy Spirit manifests the risen Lord to us,  
recalls His word, and opens our minds to the understanding of 
His death and resurrection. The Spirit makes  
present Christ’s mystery, through the Eucharist, to reconcile us 
and bring us into communion with God.” ~Catholic Online 

Jesus stood up and exclaimed, “Let anyone who thirsts come to 
me and drink. As Scripture says:  
Rivers of living water will flow from within him who believes in 
me.” He said this in reference to the Spirit that those who came 
to believe in him were to receive. - Jn 7:37b-39a  

~In the Gospel of John, Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the 
“paraclete.” What does this word mean? Jared Dees from 
The Religion Teacher offers a two-minute video that explains 
the origin of this word and what it signifies. 

~During this difficult time of coronavirus concerns and  
physical distancing, young people as well as adults are trying 
to cope with these sudden changes in our world. The  
National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry (NFCYM) 
has put together a guide to help encourage conversations 
with our youth (or other adults) to help process their feelings 
and respond in a positive way. View the video by clicking 
here. 

~Catholic Charities USA has published a “Family Activity 
Book” with activities, recipes, and games. Download it here. 

~St. Bernard’s School of Theology and Ministry is offering a 
free virtual event on Thursday, June 18th: “Words with 
Wine.” Click here to register for this Zoom gathering. 

~Catechist Magazine offers families a resourceful article for 
families: “Nurturing Family Faith at Home.” 

https://holytrinityhudson.org/
https://www.catholic.org/
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/
https://youtu.be/zg26V4i2ztQ
https://nfcym.org/
https://nfcym.org/covid19/processing-feelings/?fbclid=IwAR0iny9fzIt9YVOkISZ_Cf9McR4Z_cMY2ldpB7ilKpod2Zu6xpEPmHrn-mc
https://nfcym.org/covid19/processing-feelings/?fbclid=IwAR0iny9fzIt9YVOkISZ_Cf9McR4Z_cMY2ldpB7ilKpod2Zu6xpEPmHrn-mc
https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/
https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CCUSA-Family-Activity-Book.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0eBZWm-Jt7duKp3K01BAUvLuKbTkj4gqTRutLIA4_sTSjPeeYYeBPCCkg
https://www.stbernards.edu/
https://stbernards.regfox.com/wordswithwine?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=88513900&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9j2ZvZFoPE-M09VGFPxz9OiF07rl43RwbfZwG4KN7grJV-l1gpGhZuHuLLlxRpuNNrmPWG6vse17ILv2NQf6CMry2120jYBG06HwqE9GpgstVpF-I&utm_content=88513900&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.catechist.com/
https://www.catechist.com/nurturing-family-faith-home/


SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH     VALATIE, NEW YORK 

Please keep in your prayers the sick and homebound of our 
parish and those who care for them:   
 

Anonymous, Paul Amyot, Oksana Bajko, Joan Bellanger,  
Michael Birmingham, Sylvia Boulger, John Brady,  
Michael Burnett, Charlotte Chase, Eleaner Chase, Major Jeffrey 
Chase, Susan E. Cotsonas, Barbara Domigan, Michael Doyle, 
Beth Drzymala, Sammy Evans, Gianni Farinacci,  
Concetta Florientino, Michelle Foutch, Donald Gaylord,   
Charlene Genaway, Mary Ann Goodine, Lesha Hardgraves,  
Robert Havelka, Mary Hayes, Ed Helfer, William Hernandez, 
David Jaffarian, Craig Kingslely,  Doug LaBudde, Jack Law Jr., 
Pinky Laviano, Kristen Law, Kevin M. Lynch,  
William Lindberg, Dominick Lizzi, Cindy Mahony,  
Erica Matthies, Kevin McCann, Gary McDonald, Edin Mercado, 
Marianne Martinez, Judy Martino, Kaylee Rose Meyer,  
Luba Mykytiw, Amelia Nabozny, Richard Norton, David 
Nichlos, Rita Paladino, Tommy Palmer, Elise Panico, Bonnie 
Pelizza, David Picchione, Pam Polashenski, Helen Rayve,  
Claire Renn, Tim Renn, William Robinson, Lisa Rossello,  
Dawn Ruchel, Rita Ryan, Alice Salvatore,  Eileen Scott, Maddi 
Sidarous, Ralph Sitcer, Special Intentions, Bonnie Sperl, Sean 
Spicer, Kevin Sutton, Joan Torcello, Nancy Troutman, Matthew 
West, Edward Wheeler, Dan Wiltse, Marybeth Wiltse, Gary 
Wickes, Chrissy Wills, Carol Wisenhunt, Veronica Wistar, 
 Robert Woodward, Erica Wordon  

Pastor’s Blog 
 

"The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, 'Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.' 
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, 
'Receive the Holy Spirit. 
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 
and whose sins you retain are retained.'" 
                                 -John 20:20b-23 
 

     I have joked in the past that while the seminary trained me 
how to forgive sins, there was very little attention paid to how to 
retain them.  Now, that would put me in the power seat!  “Stop 
giving me a hard time or be prepared to have your sins re-
tained!” 
     Forgiveness, by its very nature, removes the power we have 
to control or punish one another.  It removes a specific form of 
the power of darkness that fills us with emotions such as anger 
and guilt.  Oftentimes, it is in those moments when we are una-
ble to forgive or be forgiven that we find the distress and anxiety 
that keeps us from feeling peace. 
     In a word today where we are filled with anxiety, we are 
called to understand what it also means to be filled with the Ho-
ly Spirit.  As St. Paul wrote, “The love of God has been poured 
into our hearts through the Spirit of God dwelling within 
us"  (Romans 5:5). To understand the Spirit dwells within us 
means that God is at home with us, and we are called into the 
safety and wellbeing of what it means to be at home with God. 
     The experience of Pentecost reminds us that we are called 
home together.  The disciples return to the upper room as one 
family to experience what they could never have fully anticipat-
ed: the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  They were apart from the 
world but not isolated.  They were called by name in a sense of 
community to prepare to venture out and proclaim the Good 
News while bringing healing and strength to a world filled with 
anxiety and fear -- a world not unlike our own. 
     I was privileged to witness and partake in the Community 
drive-thru food distribution that took place this past Tuesday and 
witnessed what it meant for an extended family of dedicated 
people to reach out to others in need.  I was blessed to see so 
many people come together by the Regional Food Bank, Catho-
lic Charities, and local food pantries for the betterment of all.  In 
what seemed to be an insurmountable endeavor, local govern-
ment, schools, police, firefighters, religious and civil representa-
tives, and especially those community leaders shepherding the 
Chatham Fairgrounds, demonstrated that by working together, 
anything is possible. 
     The food distribution poignantly reminded me how much we 
hunger for the Eucharist and gathering together as the disciples 
did.  Things are changing on a daily basis, and we are anticipat-
ing ways in which we can begin coming home and being togeth-
er.  Please know of my love and respect for all of you and our 
amazing extended community.  We are at home with the finest 
people I have ever known. 
     Pentecost celebrates the fullness of the Spirit and the great 

gathering of people, prepared to feed the world with and under-

standing of God’s love.  We gather each day in our prayers and 

our resolve.  Soon we will gather together as a family, back 

home where we belong.  God bless you.  We are waiting for you 

and leaving the lights on.      God Bless, Fr. George 

One of four medieval hymns that are still included in the Roman 
Missal, the Golden Sequence is proclaimed or sung on Pentecost 
as a beautiful hymn that can also be appreciated as poetry. 

Veni, Sencte Spiritus; Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

Veni, Sancte Spiritus* 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, come! 
And from your celestial home 

 Shed a ray of light divine! 
Come, Father of the poor! 

Come, source of all our store! 
 Come, within our bosoms shine. 

You, of comforters the best; 
You, the soul’s most welcome guest; 

 Sweet refreshment here below; 
In our labor, rest most sweet; 
Grateful coolness in the heat; 

 Solace in the midst of woe. 
O most blessed Light divine, 

Shine within these hearts of yours, 
 And our inmost being fill! 
Where you are not, we have naught, 

Nothing good in deed or thought, 
 Nothing free from taint of ill. 
Heal our wounds, our strength renew; 

On our dryness pour your dew; 
 Wash the stains of guilt away: 

Bend the stubborn heart and will; 
Melt the frozen, warm the chill; 

 Guide the steps that go astray. 
On the faithful, who adore 
And confess you, evermore 

 In your sevenfold gift descend; 
Give them virtue’s sure reward; 
Give them your salvation, Lord; 

 Give them joys that never end. Amen. 
Alleluia. 


