
Nineteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time     Sunday, August 9, 2020 

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time/July 26, 2020 
 
 

SUNDAY’S READINGS First Reading: 
 
“Go outside and stand on the mountain before the LORD; 
the LORD will be passing by.” (1 Kgs 11a) 
Psalm: 
Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. (Ps 
85) 
Second Reading: 
 
For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from 
Christ 
for the sake of my own people, 
my kindred according to the flesh. (Rom 9:3) 
Gospel: 
Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward 
Jesus. 
But when he saw how strong the wind was he became fright-
ened; 
and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” (Mt 
14:29-30) 
 
 
 

WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES  
 

Readings for the week of August 9, 2020 
Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/
Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-33   
Monday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9 [5]/Jn 
12:24-26 
Tuesday: Ez 2:8—3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131 
[103a]/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
Wednesday: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [4b]/
Mt 18:15-20 
Thursday: Ez 12:1-12/Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62 [cf. 
7b]/Mt 18:21—19:1 
Friday: Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 
[1c]/Mt 19:3-12 
Saturday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/Ps 132:6-7, 
9-10, 13-14 [8]1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28. Day: Rv 11:19a; 
12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16 [10bc]/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 
1:39-56 
Next Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rom 11:13-
15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28 

Please keep in your prayers the sick and homebound of our 
parish and those who care for them:   
 

Anonymous, Paul Amyot, Okgana Bajko, Joan Bellanger,  
Michael Birmingham, Sylvia Boulger, John Brady,   
Daniel Burnett,Michael Burnett, Charlotte Chase, Eleaner Chase, 
Major Jeffrey Chase, Susan E. Cotsonas, Dave Daly, Barbara 
Domigan, Michael Doyle, Beth Drzymala, Sammy Evans, Gianni 
Farinacci, Concetta Florientino, Michelle Foutch, Donald Gay-
lord,  Charlene Genaway, Mary Ann Goodine, Lesha Hardgraves,  
Robert Havelka, Mary Hayes, Ed Helfer, William Hernandez, 
David Jaffarian, Craig Kingslely,  Doug LaBudde, Jack Law Jr., 
Pinky Laviano, Kristen Law, Kevin M. Lynch,  
William Lindberg, Dominick Lizzi, Cindy Mahony,  
Erica Matthies, Kevin McCann, Gary McDonald, Edin Mercado, 
Marianne Martinez, Judy Martino, Kaylee Rose Meyer,  
Luba Mykytiw, Amelia Nabozny, Richard Norton, David 
Nichlos, Rita Paladino, Tommy Palmer, Elise Panico, Bonnie 
Pelizza, David Picchione, Pam Polashenski, Helen Rayve,  
Claire Renn, Tim Renn, William Robinson, Lisa Rossello,  
Dawn Ruchel, Rita Ryan, Alice Salvatore,  Eileen Scott, Maddi 
Sidarous, Ralph Sitcer, Special Intentions, Bonnie Sperl, Sean 
Spicer, Kevin Sutton, Nolan Thompson, Joan Torcello, Nancy 
Troutman, Matthew West, Edward Wheeler, Dan Wiltse, 
Marybeth Wiltse, Gary Wickes, Chrissy Wills, Carol Wisenhunt, 
Veronica Wistar, Robert Woodward, Erica Wordon  

Peter said to him in reply, "Lord, if it is you, command me to 
come to you on the water." He said, "Come." Peter got out of 
the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus. But when 
he saw how strong the wind was he became frightened; and, 
beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!" - Mt 14:28-30 

CHANGES TO THE BISHOP’S APPEAL 
We want to let you know about a few changes to 
the annual campaign formerly known as the Bish-
op’s Appeal:   

• The campaign will now be known as the Diocesan Ap-

peal and themed, “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” (2 
Corinthians 5:7) 

• There will no longer be “in-pew” collection of pledges. 

• The 2020-2021 Diocesan Appeal will begin with a 
mailing sent to parishioners from the Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of Albany (RCDA) - Office of Stewardship and Devel-
opment.  You should expect to receive this correspondence 
between now and early September; it will include a pledge 
card and envelope. 

• Pledges and payments will no longer be processed in 
the parish office. 

• The appeal year runs through June 30, 2021 (rather than 
ending in March as in the past). 

• Monthly or one-time gifts by credit card can be made 
via secure website at donate.thediocesanappeal.org. You can 
also make a pledge at that site as well as pledge payments. 
For more information on the appeal, visit 
www.thediocesanappeal.org. 
Questions - call the RCDA Office of Stewardship & Devel-
opment at 518-453-6680 or email stewardship@rcda.org 
As the Diocese serves as a critical partner with us in serving 
you, we thank you in advance for your prayerful considera-
tion of a pledge to the Diocesan Appeal.   

http://www.thediocesanappeal.org
mailto:stewardship@rcda.org


SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH     VALATIE, NEW YORK 

Pastors Blog, 
 

    After he had fed the people, Jesus made the disciples get 
into a boat and precede him to the other side, 

while He dismissed the crowds.  
After doing so, he went up on the mountain by himself to 

pray.  
When it was evening He was there alone.  

Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, 
was being tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against 

it.  
During the fourth watch of the night, 

He came toward them walking on the sea.  
When the disciples saw him walking on the sea they were  

terrified.  
 “It is a ghost,” they said, and they cried out in fear.  

  Matthew 14.22-26 
 

     I have chosen to pause after this verse of the weekend Gos-
pel so that we can relate to the fear of the disciples.   During 
these turbulent times, we know what it is like to be in the midst 
of several storms.   As I write these words tornado warnings are 
in effect locally while we see the effects of Hurricane Isaias on 
the entire East Coast.  Moments ago, I heard of the horrific blast 
in Beirut, Lebanon, and it rocks me to the core, especially as I 
think of friends from that area who must be so concerned for 
their loved ones.  It’s as if we are getting hammered by winds in 
every direction.   
      Imagine that the disciples thought the end was near.  The 
appearance of a ‘ghost’ may have been interpreted as a sign that 
their lives would be lost.  In their imagination, perhaps, the 
ghost was coming to take them with him.  It appeared hopeless 
but it was not.  The image they saw was actually that of Jesus 
coming to them ‘during the fourth watch of the night’. 
     In Jesus’ time, the Roman Empire had kept the ancient tradi-
tion of seeing days only in terms of daylight.  If the sun rose at 
6:00 am and set at 6:00 pm, sun dials would tell them that the 
‘day’ lasted twelve hours.  That is why we interpret the ‘ninth 
hour’ described during the Stations of the Cross as being 3:00 
pm.   The night had a mystical quality all its own.  The Romans 
however divided the night into watches where guards would 
take turns in four sections, approximately three hours a piece.  
It’s interesting that Matthew would have used a military-type 
term but don’t forget the guards also made a community safe.  
Jesus was about to bring them all back to safety.  He will be 
their salvation. 
     The fourth watch was also the bridge to daylight.  Jesus ap-
pears to the disciples and brings them out of the storm into the 
calming sea of tranquility.  Notice how the next verse, coming 
right after ‘they cried out of fear’ demonstrates the immediacy 
of Jesus’ grace in their situation, in our situation:  “At once Je-
sus spoke to them, ‘Take courage, it is I; do not be 
afraid.’”  (Matthew 14.27)  The disciples were relieved but not 
confident; they did not respond, in turn, ‘at once’ and were still 
very much afraid.  Peter, for one, used the moment to test Jesus 
as often we find ourselves doing.  No matter how present God is 
for us, it takes a while for us to perceive the storms of our life 
settling down and be able to see the dawn of a new day. 

  Mass Schedule for Month of August 

Aug. 1/2 Last name beginning with A-D 

Aug. 8/9 Last name beginning with E-L 

Aug. 15/16 Last name beginning with M-R 

Aug. 22/23 Last name beginning with S-Z 

 4pm Saturday and 7:30am Sunday 

Each week preference is given to those sched-
uled. However, often there are extra seats avail-
able. 

Please call  518-758-9401. Ext. 2 to register. 

                ALL ARE WELCOME!! 

 

    Ultimately, Jesus Christ will bring us healing.  He will 

give us courage as we feel the divine presence and our fears 

will subside.  God will be our salvation.  You may have 

heard that more than once this week as we have faced the 

aftermath of Tropical Storm/Hurricane Isaias.  Isaias is the 

Latin derivative of the Hebrew name, Isaiah, the great proph-

et.  The biblical meaning of the name Isaias/Isaiah is “God is 

our salvation!”  That’s rather ironic during the active storm 

but rather poignant to remember after.  God bless you!

   Fr. George 

                       FAITH FORMATION 
 
 
The Annual School Supply drive has begun. 
Please bring purchased items to church Satur-
days 3:45-5 pm or Sundays 7:15-8:30 am.  
 
Monday-Thursday supplies can be left at the  
Rectory between 9am and 1pm. 
 
If you have any questions, please call Ruth El-
len at the Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
office at 518-758-1828. 

                OUTDOOR ASSUMPTION MASS 
 
 

   There will be an outdoor Mass held Friday  
evening, August 14th  at 5:30 pm at St. John’s    
  cemetery, Valatie,  NY.  
      Please bring your own chair and a mask. 


