
Twenty-First Sunday In Ordinary Time     Sunday, August 23, 2020 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time/August 23, 2020 
 

 
 

SUNDAY'S READINGS First Reading: 
I will place the key of the House of David on Eliakim’s shoul-
der; 
when he opens, no one shall shut 
when he shuts, no one shall open.” (Is 22:22) 
Psalm: 
Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your 
hands. (Ps 138) 
Second Reading: 
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable his 
ways! (Rom 11:33) 
Gospel: 
“And so I say to you, you are Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against 
it.” (Mt 16:18) 
 

WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES  
Readings for the week of August 23, 2020 
Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 [8bc]/Rom 11:33-36/
Mt 16:13-20 
Monday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12]/
Jn 1:45-51 
Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13 
[13b]/Mt 23:23-26 
Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5 [1]/Mt 
23:27-32 
Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [1]/Mt 24:42
-51 
Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11 [5]/Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15ab 
and 17 [cf. 15ab]/Mk 6:17-29 
Next Sunday: Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2b]/Rom 
12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27 

Please keep in your prayers the sick and homebound of our 
parish and those who care for them:   
 

Anonymous, Paul Amyot, Okgana Bajko, Joan Bellanger,  
Michael Birmingham, Sylvia Boulger, Virginia Bradley, John 
Brady,   
Daniel Burnett,Michael Burnett, Charlotte Chase, Eleaner Chase, 
Major Jeffrey Chase, Susan E. Cotsonas, Dave Daly, Barbara 
Domigan, Michael Doyle, Beth Drzymala, Sammy Evans, Gianni 
Farinacci, Concetta Florientino, Michelle Foutch, Donald Gay-
lord,  Charlene Genaway, Mary Ann Goodine, Lesha Hardgraves,  
Robert Havelka, Mary Hayes, Ed Helfer, William Hernandez, 
David Jaffarian, Craig Kingslely,  Doug LaBudde, Jack Law Jr., 
Pinky Laviano, Kristen Law, Kevin M. Lynch,  
William Lindberg, Dominick Lizzi, Cindy Mahony,  
Erica Matthies, Kevin McCann, Gary McDonald, Edin Mercado, 
Marianne Martinez, Judy Martino, Kaylee Rose Meyer,  
Luba Mykytiw, Amelia Nabozny, Richard Norton, David 
Nichlos, Rita Paladino, Tommy Palmer, Elise Panico, Bonnie 
Pelizza, David Picchione, Pam Polashenski, Helen Rayve,  
Claire Renn, Tim Renn, William Robinson, Lisa Rossello,  
Dawn Ruchel, Rita Ryan, Alice Salvatore,  Eileen Scott, Maddi 
Sidarous, Ralph Sitcer, Special Intentions, Bonnie Sperl, Sean 
Spicer, Kevin Sutton, Joan Torcello, Nancy Troutman, Matthew 
West, Edward Wheeler, Dan Wiltse, Marybeth Wiltse, Gary 
Wickes, Chrissy Wills, Carol Wisenhunt, Veronica Wistar, Rob-
ert Woodward, Erica Wordon  

I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever 
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." Then he strictly or-
dered his disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. - 
Mt.16:19-20 

CHANGES TO THE BISHOP’S APPEAL 
We want to let you know about a few changes to 
the annual campaign formerly known as the Bish-
op’s Appeal:   

• The campaign will now be known as the Diocesan Ap-

peal and themed, “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” (2 
Corinthians 5:7) 

• There will no longer be “in-pew” collection of pledges. 

• The 2020-2021 Diocesan Appeal will begin with a 
mailing sent to parishioners from the Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of Albany (RCDA) - Office of Stewardship and Devel-
opment.  You should expect to receive this correspondence 
between now and early September; it will include a pledge 
card and envelope. 

• Pledges and payments will no longer be processed in 
the parish office. 

• The appeal year runs through June 30, 2021 (rather than 
ending in March as in the past). 

• Monthly or one-time gifts by credit card can be made 
via secure website at donate.thediocesanappeal.org. You can 
also make a pledge at that site as well as pledge payments. 
For more information on the appeal, visit 
www.thediocesanappeal.org. 
Questions - call the RCDA Office of Stewardship & Devel-
opment at 518-453-6680 or email stewardship@rcda.org 
As the Diocese serves as a critical partner with us in serving 
you, we thank you in advance for your prayerful considera-
tion of a pledge to the Diocesan Appeal.   

2020 Catholic Home Missions Appeal 
Strengthening the Church at Home 

  
This week, we will take up the Catholic Home Mis-

sions Appeal. Right now, over 40% of dioceses in the 
United States are considered mission territory be-

cause they are unable to fund essential pastoral work 
in their communities. Your support of this appeal eas-

es the struggle and assists in forming vibrant faith 
communities. Please prayerfully consider how you 

can support this appeal. 
Thank you again for your assistance with this  
                               important work. 

     CONGRATULATIONS TO JOE LAVIANO 

 
               Firefighter of the year !!!! 

"I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you 
"I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven." Then he strictly ordered his 

Mass for August 29/30   Last name beginning with A-D 
 
 If extra seats available All Are Welcome. 
        Call 518-758-9401 to register. 

http://www.thediocesanappeal.org
mailto:stewardship@rcda.org


SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH     VALATIE, NEW YORK 

Pastors Blog, 
Beloved: 
I exhort the presbyters among you, 
as a fellow presbyter and witness to the sufferings of 
Christ 
and one who has a share in the glory to be revealed. 
Tend the flock of God in your midst, 
overseeing not by constraint but willingly, 
as God would have it, not for shameful profit but ea-
gerly. 
Do not lord it over those assigned to you, 
but be examples to the flock 
And when the chief Shepherd is revealed, 
you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 
     1 Peter 5.1-4 

 
The Scripture above is not part of our liturgy this weekend, but is 
the first reading for the Feast of the Chair of St. Peter which we 
celebrate on February 22nd. This Sunday’s Gospel is also part of 
that special February celebration. In it, Matthew recounts the 
Confession of Caesarea-Philippi in which the Apostle Simon 
proclaims Jesus as “the Christ, Son of the Living God,” and 
Christ choses Peter as the rock upon which Jesus will build his 
church. 
 
Many remember February 22nd as George Washington’s birth-
day (b. 1732), and in my family we remember my grandfather 
and namesake who was also born on that day in 1892. When I 
was young, it struck me that the day that we celebrated the first 
American President, the Church also celebrated "Chair of Pe-
ter", which signifies the episcopal office of the Pope as Bishop of 
Rome, an office traditionally seen as first held by Saint Peter. 
My grandfather died before I was born, but my family shared 
many stories about him and we often went to Mass on that day 
to remember him in prayer. 
       
I loved my grandmother’s story about how she and my grandfa-
ther met.  She was at an ice cream parlor with her friend Sadie 
when she spotted my grandfather George across the room.  
They had only met once before, but she exclaimed to her friend, 
“See that man! He’s going to be my husband!” They were mar-
ried not long after, in 1920 - one hundred years ago. 
      
My grandmother’s sudden insight has always made me think of 
Peter’s Confession at Caesarea-Philippi. She observed that, “I 
said that without really knowing him or what our lives would be 
like.”  That would give her the opportunity to talk about the good 
times and the bad.  She had no regrets and in fact was proud of 
the adversity that they faced together, but she amused herself at 
how naïve she was.      
I chose the passage of Peter’s letter that is proclaimed on Feb-
ruary 22nd because it has always struck me as the best advice a 
presbyter can share.  We have been so blessed by the presence 
of Dan McHale this summer and I truly believe he will live out 
these words as a true servant leader.  While several of his ex-
pected duties were curtailed because of the pandemic, I am 
particularly proud of how well he worked with the leadership of 
all our churches as we began our reopening.  He witnessed 
many examples of dedication, prayer and service which I know 
he will carry with him and model for others. 
      
 
  

                           THIS WEEK’S MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday, August 22   
4:00 pm    Joanna Moore,  by Joseph & Patricia Catalina 
                 Judith Hamilton, by Mary Margaret Cronin 
                  Dorothy Troy, by Pelesz family 
 

Sunday, August 23 
7:30 am       Frank Graziano, by Guy & Janise Graziano  

 

     

                       FAITH FORMATION 
 
The Annual School Supply drive has begun. 
Please bring purchased items to church Satur-
days 3:45-5 pm or Sundays 7:15-8:30 am.  
 
Monday-Thursday supplies can be left at the  
Rectory between 9am and 1pm. 
 
If you have any questions, please call Ruth El-
len at the Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
office at 518-758-1828. 

         
Dan McHale will take on a new identity as he is ordained a 
deacon and he will continue to grow in his ministry when he 
is ordained a priest next year.  It’s exciting to ponder what 
his life will be like and how he will serve in his ministry.  As 
grateful as we are to have shared some of his journey this 
summer, I know how grateful he is to all of you and I wanted 
to let him share his own words with you now. 

 
 The Latin phrase tempus fugit, adapted from the poet 
Virgil, is often translated into English as "time flies."  I 
can honestly say this summer seemed to fly by faster 
than any other of recent memory, and as such my time 
here assisting Fr. George in Northern Columbia County 
has come to an end.  
I want to thank each and every person I met in Chat-
ham, Stottville, Stuyvesant Falls, and Valatie for your 
kind and generous support of my vocation.  Please know 
that each of you and your intentions remain in my pray-
ers as I return for my final year at Pope St. John XXIII 
National Seminary. 
However, I also want to express my gratitude to those 
parishioners who I did not have a chance to meet this 
summer due to the present pandemic.  I will be return-
ing during winter break to assist Fr. George in the litur-
gies—this time as a deacon.  I truly look forward to 
sharing the joy of the Christmas season with you, and 
hopefully see you in person! 
The Lord is with us on this journey through life.  He 
walks with us just as he walked alongside the two disci-
ples on the road to Emmaus.  No matter how dark and 
dangerous that road may sometimes seem, with Christ 
we will overcome any obstacles.  I pray soon we will 
once again be able to say the American version of tem-
pus fugit— "time flies when you're having fun!" Re-
member, as Christians, we are eternal optimists.  We 
know how this story ends!   
May God's blessings continue to be with you and your 


