
Seventeenth Sunday In Ordinary Time     Sunday, July 26, 2020 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time/July 26, 2020 
 
 

SUNDAY'S READINGS  
 

First Reading: 
“Give your servant, therefore, an understanding heart  
to judge your people and to distinguish right from wrong.”  (1 
Kgs 3:9a) 
Psalm: 
Lord, I love your commands. (Ps 119) 
Second Reading: 
We know that all things work for good for those who love God, 
who are called according to his purpose. (Rom 8:28) 
Gospel: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, 
which a person finds and hides again,  
and out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field.” (Mt 13:44) 
 

Readings for the week of July 26, 2020 
Sunday:  1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-
130 [97a]/Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46 
Monday: Jer 13:1-11/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 [cf. 18a]/Mt 
13:31-35 
Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13 [9]/Mt 
13:36-43 
Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-
11 [2]/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 
Thursday: Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab [5a]/Mt 
13:47-53 
Friday: Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14 [14c]/Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34 
[14c]/Mt 14:1-12 
Next Sunday: Is 55:1-3/Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18 [cf. 16]/
Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21 

Faith Formation Resources for Families 

Please keep in your prayers the sick and homebound of our 
parish and those who care for them:   
 

Anonymous, Paul Amyot, Okgana Bajko, Joan Bellanger,  
Michael Birmingham, Sylvia Boulger, John Brady,   
Daniel Burnett,Michael Burnett, Charlotte Chase, Eleaner Chase, 
Major Jeffrey Chase, Susan E. Cotsonas, Dave Daly, Barbara 
Domigan, Michael Doyle, Beth Drzymala, Sammy Evans, Gianni 
Farinacci, Concetta Florientino, Michelle Foutch, Donald Gay-
lord,  Charlene Genaway, Mary Ann Goodine, Lesha Hardgraves,  
Robert Havelka, Mary Hayes, Ed Helfer, William Hernandez, 
David Jaffarian, Craig Kingslely,  Doug LaBudde, Jack Law Jr., 
Pinky Laviano, Kristen Law, Kevin M. Lynch,  
William Lindberg, Dominick Lizzi, Cindy Mahony,  
Erica Matthies, Kevin McCann, Gary McDonald, Edin Mercado, 
Marianne Martinez, Judy Martino, Kaylee Rose Meyer,  
Luba Mykytiw, Amelia Nabozny, Richard Norton, David 
Nichlos, Rita Paladino, Tommy Palmer, Elise Panico, Bonnie 
Pelizza, David Picchione, Pam Polashenski, Helen Rayve,  
Claire Renn, Tim Renn, William Robinson, Lisa Rossello,  
Dawn Ruchel, Rita Ryan, Alice Salvatore,  Eileen Scott, Maddi 
Sidarous, Ralph Sitcer, Special Intentions, Bonnie Sperl, Sean 
Spicer, Kevin Sutton, Nolan Thompson, Joan Torcello, Nancy 
Troutman, Matthew West, Edward Wheeler, Dan Wiltse, 
Marybeth Wiltse, Gary Wickes, Chrissy Wills, Carol Wisenhunt, 
Veronica Wistar, Robert Woodward, Erica Wordon  

Celebrate the feast of St. Kateri Tekakwitha by enjoying one or 
more of these fun activities from Catholic Icing. There are in-
structions for drawing St. Kateri, a printable coloring page, direc-
tions for making a stick crucifix, and much more. 

~How does the Old Testament relate to the New Testament? Are 
there any similar themes? Click here to watch a video by St. 
Mary’s Press that examines this topic. 

~Real Life at Home offers a free printable “July Feast Days and 
Saints Word Search.” Click here to download the page. 

~Check out “The Busy Parent’s Guide to Family Faith 
(Storytelling)” by Catechist magazine. This article offers tips for 
cultivating an atmosphere of faith at home. The magazine’s 
website also offers a page of Faith Formation resources for  
parents and families (click here to access the site). 

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, which 
a person finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that field.” - Mt 13:44 

                2020 Peter’s Pence 
 
Collection for the Charitable Works       
      of the Holy Father 
 
                  July 25/26, 2020 
 
    ***   Be a witness of Charity  *** 

https://www.catholicicing.com/blessed-kateri-tekakwitha-feast-day/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7TkHHV3cpXw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.reallifeathome.com/july-saints-word-search/
https://www.catechist.com/the-busy-parents-guide-to-family-faith-story-telling/
https://www.catechist.com/the-busy-parents-guide-to-family-faith-story-telling/
https://www.catechist.com/category/resources/parents-and-families/
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Pastors Blog, 
 

 

Brothers and sisters: 
We know that all things work for good for those who love God, 

who are called according to his purpose. 
For those he foreknew he also predestined 
to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

so that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers and sisters. 

And those he predestined he also called; 
and those he called he also justified; 

and those he justified he also glorified. 
 

     There are certain weeks when the Sunday readings speak to 
my imagination immediately.   This weekend, we have the re-
markable response of Solomon in the first reading when God 
appears to him in a dream, “Ask something of me and I will 
give it to you.”  Rather than ask for riches or glory for himself, 
he asks for wisdom so he can serve his people with understand-
ing and justice.  This is richly rewarded because it is evident 
that Solomon has his priorities in order and his desire to serve, 
rather than be served, foreshadows our own understanding of 
discipleship and servant leadership. 
     When we see the Kingdom of God as a treasure beyond all 
things, we are brought to a similar call to see true riches as be-
ing not as the world sees them but as God reveals them.  The 
short parables in this week’s Gospel call us to this understand-
ing and remind us what is truly important.  I think all of us who 
are living in and through the COVID-19 pandemic recognize 
that one of the consoling aspects has been a renewal of priority 
and seeing the preciousness of life.   We have seen heroes as 
wise as Solomon giving of themselves in so many ways.  We 
are living through a remarkable time and extraordinary things 
are happening in the wake of our experience. 
     With so many people being transformed these last four 
months, it is not surprising that some people have asked if God 
willed this experience on us.  This is antithetical to our Chris-
tian understanding of a God who loves us and works only for 
the good in us and in our world.  Paul’s letter to the Romans 
reminds me of the Christian understanding of ‘Predestination’, 
more specifically the Catholic understanding of it. 
 
     As Catholics we would reject predestination on face value if 
it implies that God wills things into being without our control.  
Greek mythology often toyed with this concept of ‘fate.’  This 
dismisses free will.  We know that we are all called to be God’s 
children and live lives worthy of that call.  That doesn’t mean 
that we fully succeed in this world or turn away from God’s 
will at times.  Like a loving parent that may be justifiably an-
noyed with us, I image God has patiently (or not so patiently) 
watching us grow and answer the call that we have been given. 
     Predestination in this understanding of Paul’s account re-
minds us that it is tied to the call of each and everyone one of 
us.  We are justified when we respond with love and good in-
tention.  In the process, we find ourselves in the image of God.  
This brings us glory because it brings us to the One who is glo-
rified. 
     

 

I want to thank everyone who has answered the call, espe-

cially in your support of our parish communities.  I am see-

ing heroes in so many directions, from those on the front line 

of the pandemic to those stepping up in prayer.   I don’t think 

God willed this on us any of us but we certainly have been 

graced with a sense of preparedness.  God bless you all. 

                                                       Fr. George 


