
     Sunday, February 7, 2021 

 
Please keep in your prayers the sick and homebound of our 
parish and those who care for them:   
 
 

Paul Amyot, Okgana Bajko, Joan Bellanger, Sylvia Boulger, 
Virginia Bradley, John Brady, Pat Bruno, Daniel Burnett,  
Michael Burnett, Charlotte Chase, Eleaner Chase, 
 Major Jeffrey Chase, Joseph Cimon,  Susan E. Cotsonas, 
Dave Daly, Barbara Domigan, Michael Doyle, Beth Drzymala, 
Holly Eberhardt,Sammy Evans, Gianni Farinacci, Br. Francis 
Feeley, Concetta Florientino, Michele Ford, Alice Forget, 
Michelle Foutch, Donald Gaylord,   Michael Gomez,Mary Ann 
Goodine, Thomas Gregory, Lesha Hardgraves, Robert 
Havelka, Mary Hayes, William Hernandez, Marianna 
Iacovelli, David Jaffarian, Craig Kingslely,  Doug LaBudde, 
Jack Law Jr., Pinky Laviano, Kristen Law, Kevin M. Lynch, 
 William Lindberg, Dominick Lizzi, Cindy Mahony,  
Erica Matthies, Kevin McCann, John McCauley, Gary 
McDonald, Edin Mercado, Marianne Martinez, Judy Martino, 
Kaylee Rose Meyer, Luba Mykytiw, Amelia Nabozny,  
Richard Norton, David Nichlos, Rita Paladino, Elise Panico, 
Bonnie Pelizza, David Picchione, Pam Polashenski,  
Helen Rayve, Claire Renn, Tim Renn, William Robinson,  
Lisa Rossello,, Alice Salvatore, Maddi Sidarous, Ralph Sitcer, 
Special Intentions, Bonnie Sperl, Sean Spicer, Kyle Stickles, 
Kevin Sutton, Joan Torcello, Nancy Troutman,  
Br. David Turmel, Matthew West, Edward Wheeler,  
Dan Wiltse, Marybeth Wiltse, Gary Wickes, Chrissy Wills, 
Darrell Wilson, Carol Wisenhunt, Veronica Wistar,  
Erica Wordon  

                            
                               Masses for February 2021 
       
            Please call the office to reserve your seat:    
              
         

        Feb. 13/14 Last name beginning with A-D 
        Feb. 20/21 Last name beginning with E-L 
        Feb. 27/28 Last name beginning with M-R   

      

 If extra seats available All Are Welcome. 
        Call 518-758-9401 to register. 

Please Note  
The dispensation from obligation to attend Sunday 
Mass remains in place.  Please view Sunday Mass 

on https://www.youtube.com/watch? 

 FAITH  FORMATION  & PARISH OUTREACH 
Saturday, February 20 between 9:30 am and 1 
pm is the pickup date and time for the next Family 

Faith Formation packets, which center on 

Lent.  Please enter the Church through the parking 

lot doors. 

 

The final packet pickup will be Saturday, March 27 
between 9:30 am and 1 pm. The packets will help 

your family focus on Holy Week and Easter. 

 

Faith Formation Families:  Please return the ques-

tionnaire we sent to you in the self-addressed 
stamped envelope provided.  We need to hear from 

you! 

 

Please help us reach our goal of 50 sets of new bath 

towels and wash cloths for the people being helped 

each week through Street Soldiers in Troy.  We are 
asking that you bring your donations to the rectory 

during the month of February. 

 

Thank you for your continuing support of those in 

need.  As the pandemic continues, more people find 

themselves in need of essential items like tissues 

and toilet paper, as well as non-perishable food 

items.  We welcome any donations of these items. 

 
 

                     Happy Valentine’s Day 

                             

     2021 Calendars 
 
      Calendars can be picked up at the office  
                         M-Th   9am-1pm 
 

         or from the box at the parking lot door. 
                       Friday—Sunday  
 

                 Thank you to Bond’s Funeral Home 

2020 Giving Statement 

If you would like an acknowledgement letter for tax  

filing purposes for the 2020 tax year, please fill in the 

information below and place in the offertory basket or  

       return the completed form to the  

 
 Parish Giving Statement—I would like to receive   
 my  Parish Statement for the giving year 2020. 
 
Name:____________________________ 
 
Envelope #__________ 

(Please print name as it appears on your parish envelope) 
 

Please check manner of delivery: 
 

 Email:___________________________________ 
 
 Address:_________________________________ 
 

You may also call the office at 518-758-9401  
to request a letter. 

              



SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH     VALATIE, NEW YORK 

 

Pastors Blog 
 
On leaving the synagogue 
Jesus entered the house of Simon and Andrew with James 
and John. 
Simon’s mother-in-law lay sick with a fever. 
They immediately told him about her. 
He approached, grasped her hand, and helped her up. 
Then the fever left her and she waited on them. 
 
Rising very early before dawn, he left 
and went off to a deserted place, where he prayed. 
Simon and those who were with him pursued him 
and on finding him said, “Everyone is looking for you.” 
He told them, “Let us go on to the nearby villages 
that I may preach there also. 
For this purpose have I come.”  

Mark 1:29-39 
 

I have been reminiscing about my parents these last few weeks 
and was touched by my brother Ed’s words that we shared last 
week in the bulletin and online.  It is true that when I came to 
Northern Columbia County, it was the first time that my father 
did not help me move.  I smile at how torturous it was for him 
and completely selfless because he hated moving boxes that he 
knew would never be opened. 
 
I leave with boxes that may never be opened but nothing could 
contain what I truly will bring with me.  My love and adoration 
for the people that have blessed me during my assignment here 
will always stay close to my heart.  So often people would ask 
me what it felt like to feel stretched in so many directions, but it 
occurs to me that this is, in part, in the tradition of Jesus’ minis-
try. 
 
The first chapter of Mark’s Gospel that we proclaim this week-
end concludes with Jesus calling the disciples to join him as he 
goes forth to “nearby villages.”  I have been so blessed to serve 
and preach throughout the villages in our area and marvel at 
how different we all our as community but fundamentally the 
same.  There are people with great hearts, generous to a fault, 
compassionate and caring.  People watch out for each other and 
have watched over me. 
 
I am writing this after the recording of the liturgy that will be 
online and as I prayed about it, I wish I had thought of a con-
nection I have with this week’s Gospel.  I mentioned my moth-
er in the past; how my mother felt about Martha being stuck 
with all the household tasks while Mary sat at Jesus’s feet.  
Likewise, she was not too keen over the fact that Simon’s 
mother-in-law immediately began serving the guests after being 
sick with a fever.  She didn’t feel this was fair to either woman. 
 
What is most important for us to see in the case of the mother-
in-law is that she was serving because Jesus had healed her 
completely.  She was ready to serve because as the lady of the 
household this was her privilege.  As I write these words, I can-
not help but identify with her. 
When I arrived at Northern Columbia County, six and a half 
years ago, I was filled with anxiety.  The people of our parish-
es, like Jesus, took me by the hand and lifted me up.   
 

         

     THIS WEEK’S AND NEXT MASS SCHEDULE 
 

                          
Saturday, February 6th 
 
4:00 pm      No In-person Mass 
                           
Sunday, February 7th 
 
7:30 am      No In-person Mass 
 
Saturday, February 13th 
 
4:00 pm     Lois & Edwin Strehler  by Lois  
                                                               Fornaro 
Sunday, February 14th 
 
7:30 am       Ralph Torcello  by Catalina/Toircello  
                                                              Families 
                      Joan Torcello    by Rod & Ann Scharoun 
                      Charles Cotsonas  by Rhea Cotsonas 

    Readings for the week of  February 7, 2021 
  Sunday:  Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 3a]/1 
Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-39 
Monday: Gn 1:1-19/Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 and 12, 24 
and 35c [31b]/Mk 6:53-56 
Tuesday: Gn 1:20—2:4a/Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [2ab]/Mk 
7:1-13 
Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-
30 [1a]/Mk 7:14-23 
Thursday: Gn 2:18-25/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1a]/Mk 
7:24-30 
Friday:  Gn 3:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7 [1a]/Mk 7:31-37 
Saturday: Gn 3:9-24/Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13 [1]/
Mk 8:1-10 
Next Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [7]/1 Cor 
10:31—11:1/Mk 1:40-45 

 

  
 You allowed me to serve you to the best of my ability and 
with your love, patience, and guidance, helped me to discov-
er what it means to serve diverse communities with equal 
love and commitment.  You introduced me to the cultures 
and traditions of the nearby villages and made me feel at 
home.   
I wish I could have introduced you to my mother and father 
but in some ways, including my preaching, I know that I 
have.  I look back and think how often I must have taken 
them for granted.  That is why I have never taken you for 
granted.  
 
I hope to take a little time to go off “to a deserted place” to 
pray this week in anticipation of my new assignment.  I will 
be praying for the people I will meet but I will as equally 
pray for the people who have em-
braced me along the way.  God bless 
you.  Thank you!   
 

        Fr. George      


