
Sixth Sunday of Easter     Sunday, May 17, 2020 

6th Sunday of Easter/May 17, 2020 
 

SUNDAY'S READINGS  
First Reading: 
Then they laid hands on them  
and they received the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:17) 
Psalm: 
Let all the eaeth cry out to God with joy. (Ps 66) or Alleluia. 
Second Reading: 
For Christ also suffered for sins once,  
the righteous for the sake of the unrighteous,  
that he might lead you to God. (1 Pt 3:18a) 
Gospel: 
“I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 
In a little while the world will no longer see me,  
but you will see me, because I live and you will live.” (Jn 14:18
-19) 
 

WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES  
Readings for the week of May 17, 2020 
Sunday:  Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 [1]/1 Pt 
3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 
Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b 
[cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26—16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 
[7c]/Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 
14/Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/Jn 
16:16-20 
Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 
28:16-20 
Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Jn 16:20-23 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10 [8a]/Jn 
16:23b-28 
Next Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 
[6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
7th Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 [13]/1 Pt 
4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a 

Phone messages and emails are being checked on a regular 
basis. Please call or email  St. John’s if you have any  
questions or concerns. 
 

Offertory Envelopes or donation can be mailed to the 
Church office . 
 

Check our website for links to Fr. George’s online Masses 
and other related  information. 
 

If you are not online and would like to receive a bulletin or 
know someone that would please contact the office. 

Staying Connected 

Faith Formation Resources for Families 

~Receive important updates and 
faith inspiration from our three 
parishes (St. James, St. John the 
Baptist in Valatie, and The Church 
of St. Joseph in Stottville and Stuy-
vesant Falls) by following us on 
Instagram. Search for @ccncc518. 
Our posts will be geared more to-
ward the young people of our  
parishes, but everyone is welcome 
to subscribe!  

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be 
with you always, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
accept, because it neither sees nor knows him. But you know 
him, because he remains with you, and will be in you.” - Jn 
14:15-17 

~For the month of May, which is dedicated to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Catholic Icing features a “Printable Mary 
Statue Craft for Kids” as well as step-by-step instructions 
describing “How to Draw Mary and Baby Jesus.” Also, if 
you have a preschooler at home, check out Catholic Icing’s 
article, “Preschoolers and the Rosary: How to Start  
Teaching Them.” 

~Confirmation candidates in particular might enjoy this 
article in Catechist magazine by Sr. Brittany Harrison, FMA: 
“The Holy Spirit in Our Lives.” It’s also a great way to start 
thinking about Pentecost, which happens on May 31st. 

~Fran Rossi Szplyczn, pastoral associate for administration 
at Immaculate Conception Glenville, offers weekly  
reflections on Thursdays at 9 a.m. through the parish’s  
Facebook page. Her May 7th reflection offers peace and hope 
during this difficult time and can be viewed by  
clicking this link: “Recognizing Fear and Frustration for 
What They Are — and What They Are Not.” 

~Interested in furthering your education during this  
extended time at home? St. Bernard’s School of Theology 
and Ministry, with locations in Rochester and Albany (at our 
diocesan Pastoral Center), offers numerous degree and certif-
icate programs. Click here for more information about St. 
Bernard’s distance learning and online education. 

~Aleteia.org has put together a list of “Great Catholic Mov-
ies to Watch While Quarantined.” Their film  
recommendations include “Groundhog Day,” “The Sound of 
Music,” and many more. 

~Catholic Inspired offers a craft that teens might enjoy: 
making your own saint medal necklace. Nail polish, string, 
and mounting putty are among the supplies needed. You 
could choose a medal of your favorite saint or the Blessed 
Mother for the month of May. 

~Want to help your young children learn about Mass? This 
website offers a variety of printables, including “Catholic 
Mass Bingo” and “Mass Item Clip Cards.” 

https://www.catholicicing.com/printable-mary-statue-craft-for-kids/
https://www.catholicicing.com/printable-mary-statue-craft-for-kids/
https://www.catholicicing.com/how-to-draw-mary-and-baby-jesus/
https://www.catholicicing.com/start-kids-on-rosary/
https://www.catholicicing.com/start-kids-on-rosary/
https://www.catechist.com/
https://www.catechist.com/holy-spirit-lives/
https://www.facebook.com/ICGlenville/videos/574352486618854/
https://www.facebook.com/ICGlenville/videos/574352486618854/
https://www.stbernards.edu/
https://www.stbernards.edu/
https://www.stbernards.edu/distance-learning-and-online-education
https://aleteia.org/2020/05/08/more-great-catholic-movies-to-watch-while-quarantined/?utm_campaign=NL_en&utm_source=daily_newsletter&utm_medium=mail&utm_content=NL_en&fbclid=IwAR33zH2dPZaleQIZ0kE9u-XCoOCrX2z0oXhW0pd97JFK4wRo-enK9UVuOt8
https://aleteia.org/2020/05/08/more-great-catholic-movies-to-watch-while-quarantined/?utm_campaign=NL_en&utm_source=daily_newsletter&utm_medium=mail&utm_content=NL_en&fbclid=IwAR33zH2dPZaleQIZ0kE9u-XCoOCrX2z0oXhW0pd97JFK4wRo-enK9UVuOt8
http://www.catholicinspired.com/2013/07/saint-medal-necklace-craft-catholic.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+catholicinspired+(Catholic+Inspired)&m=1
https://www.sarajcreations.com/2018/09/learning-items-from-catholic-mass.html
https://www.sarajcreations.com/2018/09/learning-items-from-catholic-mass.html


SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH     VALATIE, NEW YORK 

Please keep in your prayers the sick and homebound of our 
parish and those who care for them:   
 

Anonymous, Paul Amyot, Oksana Bajko, Joan Bellanger,  
Michael Birmingham, Sylvia Boulger, John Brady,  
Michael Burnett, Charlotte Chase, Eleaner Chase, Major Jeffrey 
Chase, Susan E. Cotsonas, Barbara Domigan, Michael Doyle, 
Beth Drzymala, Sammy Evans, Gianni Farinacci,  
Concetta Florientino, Michelle Foutch, Donald Gaylord,   
Charlene Genaway, Mary Ann Goodine, Lesha Hardgraves,  
Robert Havelka, Mary Hayes, Ed Helfer, William Hernandez, 
David Jaffarian, Craig Kingslely,  Doug LaBudde, Jack Law Jr., 
Pinky Laviano, Kristen Law, Kevin M. Lynch,  
William Lindberg, Dominick Lizzi, Cindy Mahony,  
Erica Matthies, Kevin McCann, Gary McDonald, Edin Mercado, 
Marianne Martinez, Judy Martino, Kaylee Rose Meyer,  
Luba Mykytiw, Amelia Nabozny, Richard Norton, David 
Nichlos, Rita Paladino, Tommy Palmer, Elise Panico, Bonnie 
Pelizza, David Picchione, Pam Polashenski, Helen Rayve,  
Claire Renn, Tim Renn, William Robinson, Lisa Rossello,  
Dawn Ruchel, Rita Ryan, Alice Salvatore,  Eileen Scott, Maddi 
Sidarous, Ralph Sitcer, Special Intentions, Bonnie Sperl, Sean 
Spicer, Kevin Sutton, Joan Torcello, Nancy Troutman, Matthew 
West, Edward Wheeler, Dan Wiltse, Marybeth Wiltse, Gary 
Wickes, Chrissy Wills, Carol Wisenhunt, Veronica Wistar, 
 Robert Woodward, Erica Wordon  

 

Please contact the Parish Office (758-9401) when it is 
appropriate to remove a name from this list. 

St. John’s Mass Intentions 
During this time when all Masses in the Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of Albany have been cancelled until further notice, please 
know that our Pastor, Rev. George  Fleming, is holding every-
one in prayer and will continue to celebrate daily liturgies in 
private, paying special attention to the Mass intentions of the 
day.  All Mass intentions will be rescheduled. 

Pastor’s Blog 
 

“Whoever has my commandments and observes them 
is the one who loves me. 
And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love him and reveal myself to him.” 
 

     It’s hard for me to believe that we are celebrating the Sixth 
Sunday of Easter this weekend -- and in those places that will be 
transferring the Feast of the Ascension from next Thursday to 
the following Sunday, a different set of readings are offered. 
Both continue to share part of The Last Supper Discourse, which 
is preparing the disciples for the paschal mysteries before them 
revealed within the Triduum and the glory of the Risen Lord. 
Taken into context of the Easter season, these words prepare us 
for the Ascension of our Lord and for the Gift of the Holy Spirit 
brought to light so fully in the Feast of Pentecost. 
     In our world today, these readings speak to us in a different 
context as we struggle to adapt to a new normal. We live by a 
new set of commandments meant to express our love for one 
another. By following social distance and wearing masks, for 
example, we are protecting not ourselves as much but those with 
whom we come into contact. When we make these sacrifices, we 
are expressing a respect for all life, especially those who are 
most vulnerable. 
     We are preparing for the lifting of some of the restrictions 
that society, science, and good sense have placed on us as we 
negotiate how to keep as many people safe as possible in a 
world that attempts to move forward. In many ways, we follow 
the attitude of the disciples who are excited to go forth at the 
same time they are filled with hesitation and fear. Jesus reaches 
out to them with love and understanding and gives them the fu-
ture to continue their journey. Their lives will never be the same, 
and neither will ours. This would be the case even without the 
pandemic looming around us. Our lives are always changing 
when we are open to the love of God, who reveals Godself in 
our lives. The love, compassion, and courage of first responders, 
prayer warriors, and compassionate souls are revealing a side of 
God that often eludes us in the darkness. As our world begins to 
see the light at the end of the tunnel, let us not forget the Eternal 
Light that enables us to see. 
     As parishes and as an extended community that embraces our 
Diocese and beyond, we are now preparing for the time when 
we can return together to celebrate the Sacraments -- even 
though we know that a gradual process will most likely allow us 
to come together in stages and in smaller groups. I see this situa-
tion with a similar anticipation that the disciples must have felt, 
and I am excited that, while there will be challenges, the Holy 
Spirit will guide us forward. I cannot wait to celebrate a liturgy 
with the complete participation of a full church, although I know 
that like all seasons of life, waiting is part of the process. 
     These past three weekends were set aside for First Commun-
ions, and I still ache for those young people whose families were 
preparing them for this special day. It is a rite of passage that 
invites them to share in one more step of being part of a commu-
nity and sharing in the sacraments. I know that as we wait a bit 
longer, we are also focused on what it means to crave the Body 
of Christ and hunger for the time when we are united in com-
munion. We had tentative dates that most likely need to be 
looked at, but at least we are looking for a time -- sooner than 
later -- when we can join together at the Table of the Lord. 
     As your pastor, I yearn to be with you -- and as a priest of the 
Diocese of Albany, I am proud of the guidance and support we 
have received from our Bishop and Diocese. We are receiving 
suggestions on how we might prepare to move forward in every 
aspect of church life, including disinfecting protocols and social 
distancing as an assembly. Most of all, our local church is con-
cerned about the individuals who compose our community with 

special concern for those awaiting the Sacraments of Initiation. 
In addition to those awaiting infant baptism, First Communion, 
and Confirmation as young people, adults have been craving to 
join our church for the very first time. I am confident that loving 
communities and the grace of the Sacraments will make it worth 
the wait. 
     Again, thank you all for joining me on this adventure. I would 
like to conclude my blog this week with the words written by 
Bishop Edward Scharfenberger in his closing paragraph from a 
recent letter of support to Parish leaders: 
     Although we could not celebrate the wonderful Sacrament 
of Initiation at their usual and ancient time (at the Easter Vig-
il), there is something fitting about celebrating them when the 
time comes. As the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults) notes, “In the sacraments of Christian initiation, we 
are freed from the power of darkness and joined in Christ’s 
death, burial and resurrection.” My prayers to all those soon to 
receive these sacraments of life and to all those who have been 
part of their journey of faith, hope and love. 
     God bless you, Bishop Ed, and God bless you all as we  
journey together. -Fr. George 


