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C E L E B R AT I O N  O F  T H E  W O R D
Seventh Sunday of Easter

This is a celebration of the Word to aid your worship this Sunday, alone or with family. 
If possible, place a simple cross or crucifix prominently in the room and light one or more 
candles. You can also place an image of the Virgin Mary there if possible. As a family, 
choose the one who leads the prayer, and someone to do the readings.

Whoever leads the prayer can say:
After the Ascension, the remaining apostles “kept the Father’s word”; “they have believed 
that the Father sent Jesus.” They witness to the Father’s glory by enacting their own sort 
of “triumphal” entry into Jerusalem, redolent of Christ’s on Palm Sunday. It was trium-
phant “when they entered the city” because the Eleven were deeply united in faith and cha-
rity, resolved to do the will of the Father. It is not a coincidence the way that their actions 
mimic those of the Savior: they go to the Upper Room and there devote themselves to 
prayer with one accord. As a result of this conviction, persecution is soon to follow, but 
they will rejoice to the extent that they share in the sufferings of Christ. At this moment, 
we unite our sufferings to Christ, rejoicing that we can be with him for all eternity. 

Sign of the Cross
After a moment of silence, let everyone begin by making the Sign of the Cross:
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Hymn
Choose an appropriate hymn.
We place ourselves before the Lord, beginning with an act of contrition: 
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing to 
do good, I have sinned against you whom I should love above all things. I firmly intend, 
with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our 
Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his name, my God, have mercy.

The following are the readings of the 7th Sunday of Easter. 

A reading from  
the Acts of the Apostles  1:12-14

After Jesus had been taken up to heaven the apostles returned 
to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away.
When they entered the city they went to the upper room where they were staying, 

Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 
James son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these devoted 
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themselves with one accord to prayer, together with some women, and Mary the moth-

er of Jesus, and his brothers. 

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 27

R/  (13)  I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in the land of the living.

Or:  Alleluia.

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
 whom should I fear? 
The Lord is my life’s refuge; 
 of whom should I be afraid?  R/ 

One thing I ask of the Lord;  
 this I seek:  
to dwell in the house of the Lord 
 all the days of my life, 
that I may gaze on the loveliness of the Lord 
 and contemplate his temple.  R/ 

Hear, O Lord, the sound of my call; 
 have pity on me, and answer me. 
Of you my heart speaks; you my glance seeks.  R/

A reading from  
the first Letter of Saint Peter  4:13-16

Beloved:  Rejoice to the extent that you share in the sufferings of 
Christ, so that when his glory is revealed you may also rejoice ex-

ultantly. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory 

and of God rests upon you. But let no one among you be made to suffer as a murderer, a 

thief, an evil doer, or as an intriguer. But whoever is made to suffer as a Christian should 

not be ashamed but glorify God because of the name. 

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Alleluia, alleluia. I will not leave you orphans, says the Lord./ I will come back to you, 
and your hearts will rejoice. Alleluia, alleluia.
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Father, glorify your Son.

A reading from  
the holy Gospel according to John  17:1-11a

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has 
come. Give glory to your son, so that your son may glorify you, 

just as you gave him authority over all people, so that your son may give eternal life to 
all you gave him. Now this is eternal life, that they should know you, the only true God, 
and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. I glorified you on earth by accomplishing the 
work that you gave me to do. Now glorify me, Father, with you, with the glory that I had 
with you before the world began. 

“I revealed your name to those whom you gave me out of the world. They belonged 
to you, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that 
everything you gave me is from you, because the words you gave to me I have given to 
them, and they accepted them and truly understood that I came from you, and they 
have believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for the 
ones you have given me, because they are yours, and everything of mine is yours and ev-
erything of yours is mine, and I have been glorified in them. And now I will no longer 
be in the world, but they are in the world, while I am coming to you.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Allow for a few minutes of silence and meditation. In a family, the leader could offer some 
words of consolation and reflection at this moment, such as: “Heavenly Father, you united 
us to yourself through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. May we glorify you in all that we 
do, by imitating Jesus in our lives and sharing him with the world, so that we can be united 
with you in heaven and behold you in all your glory forever.”

M E D I T A T I O N  O F  T H E  D A Y

Eternal Life
Writing to a cardinal of her day, Saint Catherine of Siena said that such a “bellow,” 

that is to say, so loud a roar, should be uttered over the body of Holy Church as would 
awaken the sons lying dead within her. (The saint shared the popular notion of her times 
that lion-cubs were born dead and the father-lion brought them to life with his powerful 
roar.) I do not know what the word was that Saint Catherine in her day thought ought 
to be shouted over the body of Holy Church. But I do know the word that ought to be 
shouted today to wake up those of her children who have fallen asleep. The word is 
“Eternity!” This is the shout of Christian awakening; the word that, like the ploughshare, 
can open the furrow for a new sowing of the Word….

The dogma of Christ “true God and true man” can help us in this task by restoring 
our courage and the freedom of faith that we need for setting about shouting “Eternity, 
eternity!” to the people of today. For only faith in the divinity of Christ can make the 
word “eternity” a concrete possibility offered to human beings, the very task of life, and 
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not, as it would otherwise be, a mere category of thought or a vague “yearning for the 
Totally Other….”

If Christ was born for me, if he became the new human being for my sake, if he sanc-
tified himself for my sake (cf. Jn 17:19), if he died for my sins, it follows that these events 
involve me directly, that they have a meaning that I ought to accept and imitate in my 
own life.
 Father raniero Cantalamessa, o.F.m. Cap.

Father Cantalamessa is the preacher to the papal household.

Intercessions
The leader can begin with these words:

Rejoicing in the unity for which our Savior prayed before his death, we offer our prayers 
to God the Father:
R/  Lord, hear our prayer.
That through the Church’s faithful announcement of the Gospel, God’s Word may 
spread throughout the world and redeem all pain and suffering. R/
That people in need may find help, and that peace and security may be firmly establi-
shed everywhere. R/
That our parish community may grow in faith, hope, and love. R/
For the repose of the souls of those who have died in service to our nation, and for all 
who continue to risk their lives in military service. R/
For the poor, the lonely, the unemployed, and all who are disheartened in any way: that 
they find consolation and peace in the love of Jesus. R/
For the grace this week to rejoice even when we share in the sufferings of Christ, and to 
glorify God in all that we say and do. R/
For an end to the coronavirus pandemic, for God’s mercy on all who are suffering and 
dying, and for strength and protection on all healthcare workers dedicated to fighting 
it. Let us pray to the Lord. R/

Personal intentions

Our Father….

An Act of Spiritual Communion: 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love You 
above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if 
You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated 
from You. 
May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and lead us to everlasting life. And may the 
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen.



To conclude the celebration, you can sing or recite the following or another suitable hymn. 
Turn and face an image of Mary, if you have one.

Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia. 
The Son whom you merited to bear, alleluia, 

has risen as he said, alleluia. 
Pray for us to God, alleluia.

V/  Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary,  
  alleluia! 

R/  For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia!
Or:

Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia, 
quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia, 

resurrexit sicut dixit, alleluia; 
ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia.

V/  Gaude et laetare, Virgo Maria, alleluia.
R/  Quia surrexit Dominus vere, alleluia.

Magnificat is now offering complimentary access to its iOS and Android 
Apps throughout May. To register for free access in English, visit  

www.magnificat.com/free.


