
Fourth Sunday of Easter     Sunday, May 3, 2020 

 
“Whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, 
as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. When he has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him, because they recognize his 
voice.” - Jn 10:2-4  

4th Sunday of Easter/May 3, 2020  
 

SUNDAY'S READINGS  
First Reading:  
Peter said to them,  
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you,  
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;  
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38)  
Psalm:  
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. (Ps 23) 
or Alleluia.  
Second Reading:  
He himself bore our sins in his body upon the cross,  
so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness.  
By his wounds you have been healed. (1 Pt 2:24)  
Gospel:  
“I am the gate.  
Whoever enters through me will be saved,  
and will come in and go out and find pasture.” (Jn 10:9)  
Readings for the week of May 3, 2020  
Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/1 Pt 2:20b-
25/Jn 10:1-10  
Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/Jn 10:11-18  
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [Ps 117:1a]/Jn 
10:22-30  
Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8 [4]/Jn 
12:44-50  
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27 [2]/Jn 
13:16-20  
Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab [7bc]/Jn 14:1-6  
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/Jn 14:7-14  
Next Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/1 Pt 2:4-9/
Jn 14:1-12  

Phone messages and emails are being checked on a regular 
basis. Please call or email  St. John’s if you have any  
questions or concerns. 
 

Offertory Envelopes or donation can be mailed to the 
Church office . 
 

Check our website for links to Fr. George’s online Masses 
and other related  information. 
 

If you are not online and would like to receive a bulletin or 
know someone that would please contact the office. 

Staying Connected 

Faith Formation Resources for Families 

~Receive important updates and 
faith inspiration from our three 
parishes (St. James, St. John the 
Baptist in Valatie, and The Church 
of St. Joseph in Stottville and Stuy-
vesant Falls) by following us on 
Instagram. Search for @ccncc518. 
Our posts will be geared more to-
ward the young people of our  
parishes, but everyone is welcome 
to subscribe!  
~Father George recorded a special video message for our tri-
parish Confirmation candidates who would have received the 
sacrament on April 26th. He also gave a shout-out to teachers and 
catechists, expressing gratitude.  
~The month of May is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
On a sunny day, what about getting outside with your family and 
creating a “Mary Garden”? For helpful tips, read “How to Start a 
Mary Garden in Seven Easy Steps.”  
~Catholic Icing offers “Road to Emmaus” printables, crafts, 
and activities for children.  
~Want to know how to do your own May Crowning at home? 
Joe Paprocki, national consultant for Faith Formation at Loyola 
Press and author of The Catechist’s Toolbox, gives lots of help-
ful information.  
~Parents: Catechist Magazine offers ideas for morning prayer 
with children (of all ages). The article says, “It is about renew-
al, starting again, unifying with Christ, covering your whole day, 
and beautifying the mess.”  

Celebrating Our Confirmation Candidates  

Our Confirmation liturgy for the Catholic Community of 
Northern Columbia County (CCNCC) was originally  
scheduled for Sunday, April 26th, at Holy Trinity Parish in 
Hudson. Because of the current global health crisis,  
Confirmation has been postponed. We will keep you updated 
when we hear more details about our future Confirmation date. 
In the meantime, please consider keeping our 2020 St. John the 
Baptist candidates in your prayers.  
 

2020 Confirmation Candidates:  
 

Joseph Accuosti  Logan Johnson 

Haley Ames   Nicole LaBatt 

Nicholas Barkley  Analisa Martino 

Abby Bartlett   Omari Norbrun 
Satchel Baumgartner  Nathan Norton 

Ryan Dady   Christopher Pelesz 

Valeria Espinoza  Rachel Pozzi 

Gianni Gabriel   Julia Rivers 

George Hunter   Connor Walsh 

Shannon Ingham 



SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH     VALATIE, NEW YORK 

Please keep in your prayers the sick and homebound of our 
parish and those who care for them:   
 

Anonymous, Paul Amyot, Oksana Bajko, Joan Bellanger,  
Michael Birmingham, Sylvia Boulger, John Brady, Charlotte 
Chase, Eleaner Chase, Major Jeffrey Chase, Susan E. Cotsonas, 
Michael Doyle, Beth Drzymala, Sammy Evans, Gianni Farinacci, 
Concetta Florientino, Michelle Foutch, Donald Gaylord,   
Mary Ann Goodine, Lesha Hardgraves, Robert Havelka,  
Mary Hayes, Ed Helfer, William Hernandez, David Jaffarian, 
Craig Kingslely,  Doug LaBudde, Jack Law Jr., Pinky Laviano, 
Kristen Law, Kevin M. Lynch, William Lindberg,  
Dominick Lizzi, Cindy Mahony, Erica Matthies, Kevin McCann, 
Gary McDonald, Edin Mercado, Marianne Martinez,  
Judy Martino, Kaylee Rose Meyer, , Luba Mykytiw, Amelia 
Nabozny, Richard Norton, David Nichlos, Rita Paladino,  
Tommy Palmer, Elise Panico, Bonnie Pelizza, David Picchione, 
Pam Polashenski, Helen Rayve, Claire Renn, Tim Renn,,  
William Robinson, Lisa Rossello, Dawn Ruchel, Rita Ryan,  
Alice Salvatore,  Eileen Scott, Maddi Sidarous, Ralph Sitcer, 
Special Intentions, Bonnie Sperl, Sean Spicer, Kevin Sutton,  
Joan Torcello, Nancy Troutman, Matthew West, Edward 
Wheeler, Dan Wiltse, Marybeth Wiltse, Gary Wickes, Chrissy 
Wills, Carol Wisenhunt, Veronica Wistar,  
Robert Woodward, Erica Wordon  

Pastor’s Blog     
 
 

“Jesus said:  
‘Amen, amen, I say to you,  
whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate  
but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber.  
But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep.  
The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice,  
as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out.  
When he has driven out all his own,  
he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him,  
because they recognize his voice.’” -John 10:1-4  
This weekend we celebrate “Good Shepherd Sunday,” and it is 
particularly strange for me not to be leading the flock into the 
gates of our assembly. The churches are silent, and you are  
hearing my voice not in earshot but remotely. What an interesting 
word to describe being present to someone, but from afar. This is 
a difficult and challenging time for all of us who see ourselves as 
shepherds. I miss my flocks.  
What I am learning, however, is that the men and women of this 
parish, from the youngest children to those advanced in maturity, 
are continuing to shepherd me through this. On behalf of all of 
us, I would like to thank our tremendous staff members who are  
ministering in amazing ways by reaching out to others and keep-
ing us all together. Side by side with the staff and volunteers 
from our sister parishes, people are helping each other enter into 
an experience of church. Please know that you are in the tender 
hands of a community that cherishes you, is guarding our future, 
and is encouraging the best in one another. We walk together and 
invite you to follow in whatever way you can. Many of you have 
been the voice that calls people forward. You are a voice that is 
familiar, and in each other we recognize our Lord Jesus Christ 
leading us out of this dire situation into new life.  
Last week marked my birthday, and like so many of us celebrat-
ing events this year, the occasions are less boisterous but all the 
more joyful. We are appreciating each day as a gift, no matter 
how isolated or remote we feel. The gestures of love and support 
made me feel special and appreciated, and I hope all of you will 
have an experience of that soon in your lives. As these days drag 
on and are sometimes frustrating, let’s make it a point to not let 
fear or anxiety drag us down. Together, we can rise to the 
‘occasion’ and celebrate the consolation and grace that shepherds 
us forward to more restful waters.  
As we find guidance from her Son, let us also be drawn into an 
appreciation of our Blessed Mother -- especially in this month of 
May. Gone are the processions that were part of our tradition; 
now, we are spaced apart … often walking alone. Still, we are 
never separated by the Love of God and the Love of our Mother, 
who consoles us and cares for us. She knows the sound of our 
voice and the cries of our pleading. Let her example of strength 
through suffering lead the way. May her love unite us as brothers 
and sisters.  
I am blessed to take on the role of shepherd in the midst of such a 
treasured flock. God bless you everyone. -Fr. George  

Please contact the Parish Office (758-9401) when it is 
appropriate to remove a name from this list. 

Did you know that St. John’s offer the option for online giv-
ing?  This feature enables you to easily make donation pay-
ments, and pledges to our parish-especially now during this 
time of social distancing, when buildings are closed. Online 
giving has numerous advantages: 

• No need to bother with checks or cash 

• Web-based access 24/7 

• Easily schedule recurring donations to coincide with your 
pay period 

• Credit card option, which enables you to take  
advantage of rewards such as air miles or cash bonuses 

• No need to share bank account information because it’s 
entered directly into the Online Giving secure site 

• Ability to give if you’re unable to attend Mass 

• Contribution amount is easily adjusted as needed 

• Option to remain anonymous 

To access St. John’s online banking or to find out more, 
please visit the following link via our parish website: 

https://www.osvhub.com/stjohnsvalatie/funds 

Thank you for your continued support of our parish’s many 
ministries! God bless you! 

St. John’s Mass Intentions 
During this time when all Masses in the Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of Albany have been cancelled until further notice, please 
know that our Pastor, Rev. George  Fleming, is holding every-
one in prayer and will continue to celebrate daily liturgies in 
private, paying special attention to the Mass intentions of the 
day.  All Mass intentions will be rescheduled. 


